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1 Sects: 

First, I need to explain the differences between a sect and an order in the Brotherhood. The head of the Brotherhood recognize both during one of the councils. An order is dedicated to a shrine or a fortune that shapes their rituals and dogma. A sect is defined by the way they explain the Tao and the mantras they follow. You can so found members of different sects in the same order, as even sometimes many orders in the same monastery. However, usually sects control the monasteries: you rarely seen members of different sects living together in a same monastery because of the differences of philosophy. 

The basic of the Shinseism is the four sutras wrote by Shinsei before he left for the Shadowlands. There is the Lotus Teaching Sutra, the Path of Purification and the Empty Hand Lecture among them. A 5th Sutra put an end to it, the fifth one being the Tao of Shinsei itself recorded by Shiba, itself divided into the books of discussion, duties and soul.


The Path of Purification (more information about it page 21 of the way of Shinsei) explains the life and duties of a monk, and their hierarchy. An head monk of an order is a Shinpu, an abbot of a temple and before that, they are called Richi (initiates), Sozu (supervisors), Sojo (head monk of a monastery), Dai-Sojo (elders), some particularly talented Sozu can be acolyte of an element as a Sojo can never be an acolyte, depending of the path they follow.

Monks are also named depending on their mastery of the teachings. This mastery is materialized by their rings. A monk with a ring of five in an element is an adept of this element, at six he is a disciple. If he has more than one, names are given depending of the combination: 

Two Elements:

Clouds (Fire And Water), Heavenly Mountain (Fire And Earth), Hidden Mountain (Earth And Water), Lightning (Fire And Air), Night Lights (Fire And Void), Mists (Air And Water), Sky Mountain (Air And Earth), Night Shadow (Air And Void), Depths Waters (Water And Void), Mystical Mountain (Earth And Void)
Three Elements:

Inner Crucible (Water, Fire and Earth), Gathering Storm (Air, Water and Fire), Bright Star (Fire, Air and Void), Outer Crucible (Water, Fire and Void), Cyclone (Air, Earth, Fire), the Mountain below (Air, Earth, Water), Forest (Air, Earth, Void), Sea (Air, Water, Void), Falling Star (Earth, Fire, Void), the Ruling Mountain (Earth, Water, Void)
Four Elements:
Rising Moon (Water, Fire, Air and Void), Great Mountain (Water, Fire, Air and Earth), Great Sky (Water, Earth, Air and Void), Great Crucible (Water, Earth, Fire and Void), Shining Sun (Fire, Earth, Void and Air)
Five Elements:
Master of Five (The Only Ever Know Master of Five Was Takao, Former Acolyte of Fire, Who Reached Enlightenment during His Fight against the Avatar of Lord Moon)
The differences among the sects are mostly based on their interpretations of the four vows of the Brotherhood, who are the main lessons of the four sutras: 

· Living beings are countless; I vow to save them all
· Defilements are endless; I vow to eliminate them all
· Shinsei’s teachings are unlimited; I vow to learn them all
· The Path of Enlightenment is supreme, I vow to attain it
2 Enlightenment: 

Despite the dozens of sects, all agreed about to recognizing the Noshin (peoples who have attained enlightenment and ceased to exist in the mortal world, like Someisa) and the Sennin (peoples who have attained enlightenment and stayed here to lead others, like Takao). Enlightenment is not a permanent state, as people can loose it. Hoshi Wayan abandoned it to pursue Kokujin.

Quoted from the test of enlightenment booklet by Shawn Carman, Sezaru speaking of enlightenment to his half-brother Kaneka:

“We are all tested, in our own way; it has been so throughout history. Only now, people have begun to seek out the test in search of the prize. It is a fundamental flaw in their reasoning. Do you know of a single Keeper who actively sought their position? No. None did. Each of them achieved their new perspective by overcoming their preconceived notions. None sought a challenge to overcome. None scoured the Empire in search of an obstacle worthy of their prowess. They found their path though happenstance. It cannot be sought, only discovered.”
The monks of the Brotherhood do not seek enlightenment. They seek understanding and harmony, and through that path, some among their number achieve enlightenment.
Quoted from “Threat from tomorrow” by Rusty Pricke, Tanari (former Tsuruchi) explaining it to the rat shaman K’mee before she found enlightenment: 

Tanari took a deep breath. “Enlightenment is a simple concept that very few truly understand. It is balance and harmony. It is being at peace with the world around you. It is being one with the elements and listening to the message they send. It is the highest state of being man can strive for. Or so I understand.” 
K’mee looked puzzled. “This sound like-like something good. Why would be foolish to seek it?” 
“Seeking enlightenment is like fishing with a rope – you have the tools but do not know how to use them to your advantage.” The confusion did not leave K’mee’s face so Tanari continued. “Enlightenment is not an end point. It is something that can be found, but not sought. Some say that the act of seeking it makes it harder to find as your goals are no longer pure.” He thought for a moment, trying to find a different way to phrase it. “Try this, if there was a reward given to the person who was the least greedy, but the reward could only be given to someone who asked for it, how could it ever been given?”
3 The Different Sects: 
There are countless sects, who each have a different interpretations and rituals based on the fours vows, but here come the description of some: 

3.1 Sohei Monks of the Northern Mountains: 

They are named Yamabushi in the way of the open hand, but I keep the term Yamabushi for the shugenja claming their places as bushi). They firmly believe than one can only obtain true wisdom individually, and by seeing the dance of the elements in their purest form. For this reason, they remove themselves from society so that others might be left to find this ultimate truth themselves, and goes in the wilderness to observe the Nature. They have a profound disdain for the worldly sects who believe in meddling among the mundane worlds. Among the vows, their members usually take when joining at vow of silence, chastity and mastering the martial arts. Their days are divided in fasting, finding resources for the community, martial art training and learning from the Tao. They do not consider the creatures of the Shadowlands as protected by the first Vow.

The monasteries of the Sohei can be found usually around the Dragon lands. They are solitary places where the human contacts between members are rare, and even less rare with visitors. They train some of the best martial artists in Rokugan, but share their secrets to no others than their members. The only expectations about the contacts of these sects with the others are when one of their members leaves to other sects or for one of the council of the Brotherhood. They are often quick adepts of the elements and receive the blessings of numerous mikokami of the wilderness. The famous Acolytes of the Elements are often members of this sect.

The change in the path of enlightenment provoked by Rosoku’s death and the arrival of the Keeper of Five has divided this sect. Some believe they just have to keep their traditions and do not care about Sekawa. After all some of their members have along the history of Rokugan found enlightenment without any other help than the Tao of Shinsei itself. Some believe they should listen to the Keepers of the Elements because they each have a profound understanding of their elements that the Sect could use. The discussion happen during the few times the members of this sect who haven’t take vow of silence talk to each other, so it’s not really common, and will certainly not create a schism as it’s a minor question for most of the Sohei… Many of them are still unaware of Rosoku’s death.

3.2 Questioner Sect:
A split sect of the Shintao, they believe that an ordinary soul, if left to his own devices, will stagnate in ignorance. Thus, questioners venture out into the world, seeking to shatter the preconceptions of everyone they meet with difficult questions and odd behavior. They do not think Shinsei intended the monks to restrict their learning to the Tao, but rather use the Tao as a starting point as they moved on to learn new things. For these monks, the third vow is the most important of all, and their interpretation of the other three is viewed through this perspective. In their goal to help others in the accordance to the First Vow, these monks act as teachers and advisors, sharing the infinite teachings in order to save all beings. They also love to plays with the koans, the enigmas hiding teachings.

The questioners are so one of the most well-know sects in the world, and one of those you can found in most orders. They have been advisors of hundred of great personalities thought the history of Rokugan and have influenced many important moments of history. The questioners do not think they control peoples nor have more influence than the courtiers. They teach the wisdom of Shinsei and those who listen to them so get the reward of it. The questioners that use their positions for personal gains are quickly caste out of the whole Brotherhood, for the shame they bring to the sect. Those who cannot handle to stay as partial as possible change of sect. Many of those leaving the Questioner sect join the Order of Tengen’s secret group.

The questioners are not martial monks, and most of them do not know how to fight. They also have an extended view on the first vow and if they fight them do all they can to not kill anyone. Even the Shadowlands can know redemptions.

The end of the line of Shinsei did not faltered the faith of the Questioners, always questioning themselves and others peoples. They are mostly thinking it is a new step on the difficult path of the enlightenment. About Sekawa, there is no general point of view on the subject. Each questioner choose to believe or not in the Keeper of Five. They are after all the questioners, and questioning the veracity of the word of somebody like Asahina Sekawa is certainly something normal. In addition, as if a mysterious ronin named the Wanderer, they have questioned the naga.

3.3 Seven Fortunes Monks: 

Both an order and a sect because of their sheer size and importance in Rokugani theology, this order predate the Empire. It born long before the Kami felt on earth when the seven fortunes introduced themselves to the humans, and their first great temple was built in Gisei Toshi one hundred years before the fall of the Kami. The order of the Seven Fortunes is divided in eight groups, one order for each Fortune and one honoring them as equal.

They take the first vow of the brotherhood as an encouragement to act as diplomats and arbiters, aiding in the resolution of disputes and advising men and women in power so that peaceful solutions can be found. They are slow to enter in any conflict, but once they join, it is nearly impossible to make them change their point of view. They look like for many peoples similar to the questioners, but the Seven Fortunes monks are not about questioning for others peoples to see the truth. They teach peoples, and when they think something it is going wrong, they goes and do the job themselves. They believe they have a place to rule about everything related to Fortunes, and since all Fortunes bows to the Seven, they are right.  For them, everything is hierarchies and everyone should know their position. They are also some of the most forgiving peoples. Retired samurai hold rarely position of power among them. You can found more information about them page 31 to 34 of Way of the Open Hand.

The seven fortunes monks have never been the most devoted of Shinsei’s philosophy. They are mourning the death of the Little Teacher’s line, but they know another prophet and the fortunes will guide them on their way. Some speaks of a certain Honzo, who is rumored to be the new prophet of this age or the new teacher here to guide the Keepers, but nothing have been proven yet.

3.4 Monks of Osano-Wo: 

Like the Seven Fortunes sect, the monks of Osano-Wo are both an order and a sect. They are militant Sohei and have monasteries all over Rokugan, especially in the Crab and Mantis lands since in his mortal life Osano-Wo was father of the ruling line of both clans. Martial artists, they are ready to goes out and defend the population from any attacks. The first vow of the brotherhood does not protect Shadowland creatures for them, and they have nothing about killing in self-defense if left no other choices. They practice mostly physical activities in their pursuits of the enlightenment, as a body loosing shape is defilement for both the Tao and Osano-Wo who said somebody must never give up. Described in way of the Open Hand (pages 43- 46). The end of the line of Shinsei did not stop them from seeking enlightenment. They see it as a failure they need to correct and are actively working on hunting the forces of the Shadowlands. The Blood Hunt proven to them even more that the enemies of the Empire need to be crushed down, and more and more of theirs Sohei are now on the roads hunting Shadowlands critters, like they was when they hunted the missing part of the Tao… The acceptance of the Lost as a clan repulses them.

3.5 Four Temples Monks: 

They found the third vow as an encouragement to study. No subject of learning is beneath their notice, so their members are usually more scholarly than most, and many are well versed on many academics subjects. The Four temples before their destruction was as much a library as temples. The sect of the four temples was once one of the most important orders of the Brotherhood, but with the destruction of the actual temples of Seppun Hill. Now the Four-temple sect has lost her place among the most important sects of the Brotherhood, many members leaving for others sects. They are reconstructing themselves as much as they can, their philosophies did not changed, but their resources and influence dropped. Once their Shinpu, the head monk, was the leader of the Brotherhood. Now … everything have been changed and the knowledge lost need to be recovered. Many monks of the four temples now walk around Rokugan in an attempt to found scrolls to copy and send back to the temples of the Brotherhood for safekeeping.

The death of Rosoku brought sadness to this sect already mourning so much. The members were looking for a new hope and Sekawa did not really open the age of enlightenment peoples have believed he would. Now, with the help of the young Order of the Keepers, the last monks of these sects are trying to found the Books of the Element and record as much quote possible of it for their libraries. They are also looking for the mysterious book some retired Scorpion told them about, a strange combination of Leadership and the Tao that Akodo Anshiro is told to possess.

3.6 Monks of the Lotus Sect:
Following the unique among the Brotherhood Lotus Sutra, they believe that repeatedly chanting the phrase “ Homage to the Lotus Sutra ” is a difficult but guaranteed path to enlightenment. A single perfect recitation of this phrase, it is said, is enough to attain enlightenment. They also concentrate on the zanji (empty mind) method of meditation and have a strict application of the eight petals of the Lotus Sutra that determine some of the important points of the Path of Enlightenment.

The Lotus sect is the one following the most the teaching of Asahina Sekawa, the keeper of the five. They believe we are in the age of the Lotus and so their teachings are taking a more important part in the world. Some prophecies prepared this time and they are now scouring the land to meet the peoples who found enlightenment since Sekawa has found the book of the five. 
They are attempting to collect the more possible information about all this and see what the new path of this world is. They are also worried about the Prophet of the Dark Lotus, who seems to have corrupted some peoples. Not a really mundane sect, the Lotus have so recently in the Lotus Era involved themselves more in the business of the Empire. The peasant riots like those in Ryoko Owari following the wake of the Dark Lotus’ teachings scare them to a high level. They spread the word of Asahina Sekawa, but the Jade champion so often doubts of him that he does not have a lot to offer to the Lotus sect to spread.

3.7 Shinmaki Sect: 
They follow the Diamond Sutra, a recording of the Tao that record the 4th vow as “The paths of enlightenment are infinite; I vow to attain them all.” By this interpretation, becoming enlightened once is a simple task. In fact, all souls are enlightened in some small way. This is not sufficient to become truly enlightened. A person must become enlightened an infinite number of times, an infinite number of ways, to attain true wisdom. This makes the path to enlightenment much harder. They have remarkably complex rituals regarding the venerations of the ancestors and the fortunes, as they believe enlightenment can be found only in the complex. Their rules of the Path of Purification are even more complex, and they eat no meat and no fish whatsoever.

The founder of this sect was a monk named Basso, that decades after Shinsei’s recorded death claimed to have found the Diamond Sutra, who was designed to follow the Lotus Sutra of the four original sutra. It was an esoterically interpretation of the Diamond Sutra, and the sect born at 10th council of the Brotherhood, 12 years after the death of Shinsei. The Diamond Sutra has slight differences with the original Sutra, and some claims it was written by Basso itself to discredit the sect. The modifications are a lot about the different events of the life of Shinsei. You can found more information about the Shinmaki sect page 36 of the Way of Shinsei.

This sect took the revelation of many peoples among the clan as enlightened as a proof of their beliefs. But many of their contractors tell them that all those who pretended to be enlightened in this era of the Lotus never reached it through the complex rituals the sect believe in. Despite this, the Shinmaki still try to grab a part of the new era and fit in.

3.8 Shintao Sect: 

One of the most important of the sects (so important that the religion, the Shinseism, is often named from them), they believe that enlightenment can be achieved primarily through meditation, contemplation and introspection. They took Shinsei’s teaching most as parables and ways to found your own path of enlightenment, because as they say Shinsei did not had Shinsei’s books to found his own path. Mankind is already enlightened, but it does not know it. The struggle between enlightenment and the worldly needs and passions are the test for the soul. Somebody needs to get ride of everything that make him a self to be one with the world. One parcel of egotism prevents you to attain enlightenment. This philosophy is really close to the one of Henshin after the revelations of Asako Oyo.

They are a worldly sect, meaning they believe monks have to go among the population to found enlightenment; they cannot stay hidden in their temples. Monks have to work for their food and lodging, but try to distant themselves in their mind and soul to achieve the ultimate step of their quest.

The Shintao sect has a lot to earn from this new era of the Lotus and the age of enlightenment. All those new peoples who reached enlightenment often reached it in ways close to their own, like Hoshi Masote or Asahina Yoshino. The sect has started contacting them to listen to their teachings, but the war of Silk and Thunder between the Dragon and the Crane, with the involvement of the Lion, have slowed down all their efforts. 

3.9 Order of the Keepers:

The newly founded sect of the Order of the keepers, not yet recognized but it is a matter of time before Tanari do it at the new council. This new sect for now does not have a formal structure, but they are slowly building it. They have decided to follow the new Keepers of the elements, record their deeds and learn quotes of the books of the elements. So some of them are following each of the Keepers, recording their own books of the elements. The Keepers are Kaiu Sugimoto for the Earth, Doji Jun’ai for the Water, Kakita Tsuken for the Fire, Asahina Hira for the Void, Mirumoto Masae for the Air and Asahina Sekawa for the Keeper of Five. The monks of this sect have a difficult job of tracking down the Keepers, most of time arriving after them in an area and just recording the testimony of their acts. Only Sekawa is easy to track down, and a couple of monk advisors usually help him in his duties as Asahina family daimyo, Jade Champion and Keeper of Five. So far the Order of the Keepers have only spare notes about the Books of the Elements and the teachings of the Keepers, but they keep hope and scours the Empire for information.

Hida Sosuke have been sought by this order after he found enlightenment listening to the teaching of the Keeper of Earth as has been Kakita Funaki, sister of Tsuken the keeper of Fire. Funaki have mission to keep the Book of Fire for her brother, and found enlightenment by reading it … And she is not going to break her vow and give away the book.

3.10 New Tao Followers:
The New Tao followers are a small sect split from the Shintao. When the Hooded Ronin stepped down of hiding, he changed the face of the Empire during the second Day of Thunder. After this, he talked to the Emperor Toturi I and Isawa Osugi wrote the New Tao from this declaration. The New Tao sect thinks the New Tao is more important than the True Tao and follows his teachings. They do not know that Osugi put some Kolat influence in it and that changed a lot the view of the world of the monks of this order. They are now somewhat trying to convert members of others sects, and the Kolat rejoice.

Some scholars of the New Tao sect have somewhat suggested that the Hooded Ronin have walked to the Burning Sands after the second Day of Thunder to help the prophecy of the Goddess and the four Avatars, and are actually planning to go to Medinah Al-salaam to investigate such information.

3.11 Order of Tengen:
Not an official sect, it is a secret splinter group in the middle of the Order of Tengen. When Shosuro Shian retired from being a Shinobi and was named at the head of this Order by Toturi I, he had a secret mission. It was like the Emperor during the first Gozoku, to create a group of spies using the monks. The particular status of the monks was a perfect cover for it, as the Kouken vassal family of the Dragon did during centuries, and the Order of Tengen was at this time an order not structured enough to notice the new monks’ special skills. 
So now, the majority of the Order of Tengen is normal monks, quite happy of the generous funding of the Otomo family, but a secret group act as spies for the Emperor. They have been quite divided in the recent times with the rise of the second Gozoku and the infighting between the Emperor and the Shogun…

3.12 Pure Land Sect:
Born not long before the Scorpion clan coup, the Pure Land sect believes that Shinsei was a fortune like Jizo, fortune of Mercy, sent to help humanity. They believe attaining enlightenment free you from the wheel of destiny and allow you access to the Pure Lands, a sort of great paradise similar to Yomi or maybe Tengoku. Souls reaching here can learn directly from Shinsei. They also a lot claimed to pray for Shinsei’s mercy before the Day of Thunder, saying that the times was too dark for complex’s lessons, creating a big flow of conversions to their teachings among the lower classes. Enlightenment through divine’s grace is a foreign concept for samurai, but for lower classes … 
Some of those teachings have later been used by Shadowlands monks and Bloodspeakers sects to convert more peoples to their own illegal sects and so the sect is in deliquescence among the monks, especially retired samurai ones… Nevertheless, on the other side, this sect is still strong among the lower classes and somebody is playing on it a lot. Kokujin, prophet of the Dark Lotus, have started to infiltrate with some of his students the main bases of these sects. He has a lot to offer to those peoples as a former Tamashii who duped two gods… Kokujin quite smile as the pure land sect have also a lot to pay for the recent heimin riots like the one crushed by the Bitter Lies legion in Ryoko Owari…

4 The Different Orders of the Brotherhood: 
4.1 The Orders of the Mikokami and of the Fortunes: 
The different orders of the Mikokami are classified depending on which of the seven Fortunes or unarmed fortunes they bow to. The minor fortunes so have all a hierarchical superior like the Celestial Order they bow and work for. This divide so the different orders, but that not because you are a member of an order of a fortune outranking the one of the monk you are talking to that you can order him. Every fortune has a place and no one should try to break the limits of it. The lesser fortunes are here to help the greater fortunes to answer to the prayers of the peoples, by dividing the job.

4.1.1 Orders depending of Benten
Main Order: Order of Benten
Lesser Orders : Musubi-no-Kami – Marriage (Unnamed Fortune), Hujokuko – Fertility, Sadahako – Geishas, Artists, Ko-no-hama – Flowers, Uzume – Dance, Name unknown – Cherry Blossoms, Kojin – Kitchens, Housewives (Deceased).
The order of Benten is one of the few orders allowing monks to marry. As all seven fortunes monks, they believe in law and order, are pacifists but still fight the Shadowlands creatures. However, outside of that, the order of Benten is one of the smallest orders of the seven fortunes and the one who have the most nuns. More than half of the order is female, usually with a family. The order of Benten somewhat look like priest geishas. They are cultivated, talented and meddle with the local politics (but never in greater scale one), using their natural charm and understanding of human nature to create advantage. As they are neither chaste nor wedded, they often seek out some pious travelers to honor Benten’s blessings. They are not prostitute: they do not do that for money or for pleasure, only to have children. Moreover, they do it following important rituals.

The lesser fortunes followers of Benten do not usually have orders of their own. They have shrines, sometimes temples of their own, but their monks belong to Benten. Monks of Benten like this honor each of the lesser fortune depending of their activity: when celebrating marriage they pray both Musubi-no-kami and Benten, but when having child its Hujoko and so on depending on their activity. Each facet of the life of a monk of Benten is honored with a different fortune.

Recently the order of Benten has get closer to the Dragon after the blessing of Tamori Emina by the Fortune.

4.1.2 Orders depending of Bishamon
Main Order: Order of Strength
Lesser Orders : Goemon – Heroes, Megumi – Heroic Guidance, Hofukushu – Vengeance, Osano-Wo – Fire and Thunder, Kisada – Persistence, Yozo - Vengeance (Deceased), Tsi Xing Guo – Steel
The order of Strength, like the order of Benten, is one of the few orders allowing monks to marry. It’s an order of Sohei, where monks train in the martial arts like the Sebun-do do acquires a mastery of their body that will help their mastery of their soul and the world. The followers of Bishamon are often retired bushi of the clans, as they have lived a full life revering the Fortune itself to help them during their battles. There is nothing in particular about the order of Strength who looks like most others orders of Sohei, who are usually legacy of it. The monks trains during hours doing difficult aikido moves and spend time in prayers. Bishamon monks despite their pacifism, are usually first to protect villages from bandits (but they try to not kill them) and came quickly to destroy any Shadowland creatures that could have been spotted. The tenshido martial art is really common among the orders following Bishamon and his subordinates. The order of Strength has started to remove them from the Scorpion land after their fortunes have cursed the Scorpion for the death of Rosoku.

The lesser orders of Bishamon have all a different history and really distinctive nature. The biggest, the order of Osano-Wo was created by retired Mantis and Phoenix samurai after witnessing the display of power when Kaimetsu-uo destroyed the gates of Shiro Shiba. They are the most famous Sohei, and are described more in others books.

The order of heroes, dedicated to Goemon, has been created recently by Koan a ronin shugenja. They was a splinter group of the order of Strength until a fortune of heroes was named, and are now installing themselves as their own order with their own rules. They revere also Megumi, the fortune of Heroic Guidance who doesn’t have her own order. Megumi have always acted upon mortals as an old man or a blue crane and never sought to have followers. Now that Megumi bows to Goemon, some monks have started to revere him during their rituals and like him; they sought heroes and help them achieve their destinies.

The order of the Bear, who is devoted to Kisada, fortune of persistence, is a recent order too and is mostly formed of Crab bushi and Tsukai-sagasu, not actual monks. They are really close to Osano-Wo and Bishamon Sohei. They are pious and devoted to a former hero of the Crab Clan and a returned spirit from Tengoku. Many of those members of the order of the Bear are now living in Koten and listening to the decisions of Kisada itself. They do not care really about enlightenment like others clans, just to do their duty. In addition, some like Hida Sozen reach enlightenment by doing so.

There is no Order of Vengeance and two fortunes of vengeance have been recorded, despite the second not being really know. The second was Yoso, a golden dragon. He was a former monk who somewhat reached a sort of enlightenment by dividing his soul in two beings: Yoso the fortune of vengeance, and Musaboru no oni the devourer of fortunes. Yoso despite being a fortune was bloodthirsty and Musaboru had a strange sense of honor, the two beings could not survive and fought each other’s in front of the Keepers. Hiruma Hitaken, a Hiruma magistrate who was here received the energies of both beings when they ended each other’s life. 
Hofukushu is an old fortune and not a lot his know about him. Deathseekers and peoples searching vengeance pray him, but he has no monks devoted to him. He does not seem to look to be revered, just to help those on the same path as him.

The order of Steel is devoted to Tsi Xing Guo and prays a lot Bishamon. It is a strange order for onlookers because expect following the basic monastic rules, they practice meditation through the forging of weapons and tools. They are allowed to touch the katana they forge but cannot use them, and believe that by taking out the impurities of steel they take their own with. More information can be found page 42-43 of way of the open hand.

4.1.3 Orders depending of Daikoku
Main Order: Order of Wealth
Lesser Orders: Hamanri – Stability, Government
The order of Wealth is a small order among the order of the seven fortunes. They are often seen among others temples helping the donation and the gestation of the funding of different temples. The monks of Daikoku are so often involved in the affairs of others temples, and as they have important amount of wealth, they often support the work of the order of Ebisu to rebuild the Empire. They try to keep the Empire stable and in order, like the order in itself lives. The monks of Daikoku so have a lot of political advantage but do not meddle too much in politics on a large scale, but have usually a lot of importance in the local economy of the town the temple is built in. Therefore, they make sure the city governor remembers the monks, but do not try to push more control on the province to avoid conflicts between religion and mortal needs. 
The order of Wealth have monks who rarely show they have suffered of the difficulty of life as peoples are usually really generous with their order, that why often monks of Wealth are sent to others orders to give them their blessings, and the koku that goes with. The others order do not like this fact, which give a lot of power to the monks of Daikoku but cannot do anything about it. Using this power, some head monks of the order of Wealth have influenced the way cities and others temples have grown, shaping a more stable world for their own point of view.

Hamanri does not have an order of his own; he is just revered as a subordinate of Daikoku by the order of wealth.

4.1.4 Orders depending of Ebisu
Main Order: Order of Ebisu
Lesser Orders : Kuroshin – Agriculture, Haruhiko – Fisherman (Deceased), Inari – Rice, Isora – Seashore, Sudaro – Perseverance, Suitengu – Sea, Name unknown – Knots.
In a land with as much as wars as Rokugan, the monks of Ebisu are often seen helping rebuilding the Empire and organizing the workers. The fortune of honest work believes in helping the Empire and his inhabitants, and so wars are to be avoided. More than any other order, the order of Ebisu is against wars. They promote peace as much as they can, but do not have any powers expect the respect they have. Monks of Ebisu are welcome among the Miya who believes in the same things, but in a land where samurai rules, war is more important than peace for many bushi.

Sudaro have no order of himself, since nearly no one knows him. Peoples would more easily believe he is a subordinate of Kisada. Suitengu is the patron of the Order of the Sea who is sailor monks. They have shrines and temples in the port cities and often travel aboard boats, as novices are often sent to be apprenticed on merchant’s vessels despite their origins. They have to learn humility and the respect of the sea Suitengu rules on. Suitengu is a changing mistress, and know to bestow her curse and blessing at whim. Monks of the Sea quickly learn to deal with the ever-changing Fortune. They are so praying her a lot when a boat is about to depart, so the sailors on it do not have a sad fate. Haruhiko, the fortune of fisherman was killed by Fu Leng. It was for some the mate of Suitengu, but in all ways her subordinate. He was helping her about the fishing and the fishermen, and his death brought much anger to the ever-changing but dangerous sea. Isora is a sad fortune, who lost everything up to the name of his fortune wife due to the Living Shadow. His monks try to now show him a way to recover. More information of the Order of Shore in way of the open hand page 44.

Kuroshin is the fortune of the Agriculture, and with her follower Inari, works for both Ebisu and Hotei. You will found more information about it in the Orders of Hotei.

4.1.5 Orders depending of Fukurokujin
Main Order: Order of Fukurokujin
Lesser Orders: Jotei – Morning Dew, Tengen – Writing, Toku – Virtue, and Name unknown – Irony (Deceased)
Well of wisdom, the Order of Fukurokujin is often sought for his knowledge. They are scholars and teachers, and their temples hold great knowledge. They do not involve themselves at all in the affairs of Rokugan, just collecting knowledge that the pious gave them: many offend to the temples of Fukurokujin are so writings for the monks to keep. In addition, those seeking something in their scrolls better have offered something before.

The order of Tengen works closely with the Order of Fukurokujin and often share some temples. The help the order of Tengen gave to peoples writing important documents also end with a copy being stored in the temples of Fukurokujin (this doesn’t concern the secret sect). The order of Tengen have been honored when the small temple they hold in the Scorpion land south of Beiden Pass received the visit of Agasha Miyoshi, high priestess of the temple of the 7 dragons, and when she found enlightenment here. The new order of the general, dedicated to Toku, is mostly of retired Scorpion and monkey bushi who stay in the newly founded Temple to the General where the marriage of Toturi III have been hold. They have so far no traditions of their own. Jotei does not have any order dedicated to himself, just protecting the naive but devious who found his temple to the inversed fortune.

4.1.6 Orders depending of Hotei
Main Order: Order of Hotei
Lesser Orders: Kuroshin – Agriculture, Inari – Rice, Toyouke-Omikami – Grain
The monks of Hotei are a strange lot. They help those seeking a path to found it, but also works hard like peasants. Most of their members are actually children of peasant families who have, in their own point of view, honored to be member of the order of Hotei. They are not numerous, but they are often seen wandering the farmlands to grant their blessings to the farmers and their fields, helping the smaller villages to found spiritual help. Advisors, guides but also here to spread new agricultural techniques, the monks of Hotei are a necessity to the heimin and are often welcomed.

Kuroshin, the fortune of Agriculture, and his first follower the foxy Inari share the obedience to both Fukurokujin and Hotei, but the second follower of Kuroshin, Toyouke-Omikami does not. They work a lot with the monks of Hotei regarding developing the agriculture and helping the peoples of Rokugan, and with Kenro-ji-jin to grant the farmers all the help they need. Despite the constant wars and the lack of important agricultural development (despite the works on the Kaiu on the crop rotation who is for now still in testing), the land of Rokugan are most fertile that one could suppose. This thanks to the works of the fortune of agriculture and his servants. Kuroshin is a paternalistic figure who wants to keep the inhabitants of Rokugan well fed, and his monks and those of his affiliated fortunes works a lot to carry the blessing of their lord through Rokugan. Work is a part of the life of all monks depending of Hotei, and the monks of Kuroshin know it really well. They help the farmers with all the different rituals that are needed during the seasons, and even if they are devoted to another fortune, they give the proper respect to the others fortunes involved in agriculture. Monks of Kuroshin and his followers are usually knowledgeable in all agricultural techniques and the rituals about all the fortunes related to agriculture.
4.1.7 Orders depending of Jurojin
Main Order: Order of Jurojin
Lesser Orders: Ekibyogami – Disease, Tsukune – Rebirth, Nagiroko-to – Forgiveness, Jizo – Mercy
The monks of Jurojin are the most travelling and worldly order of the seven fortunes, searching for peoples to help with their healing skills. They are here to help those in need and devote themselves to the compassion virtue of the bushido. The order of Mercy (way of the open hand page 43), the order of Jurojin and the order of Forgiveness works together a lot. They try their best to help the peoples of Rokugan, creating hospitals in their temples where the poor can be healed and cared for. They work closely with the Asako, Asahina and Kouken (Mirumoto vassal) families to bring as much help as those who suffer from disasters and wars. Ekibyogami does not have monks devoted to her, but is honored as the one giving the punishments and the lessons in the name of the fortune of longevity.

The order of rebirth is a newly found order; since Tsukune is a fortune only since a few decades, and is nearly only know in the Phoenix lands. They help peoples as all others monks affiliated with Jurojin, but they more help with mental troubles than physical one, calming the minds so peoples can stop fearing the fate of the wheel of destiny upon their shoulders.

4.1.8 Orders depending of Kaze-no-kami
Main Order: Order of the winds
Lesser Orders: Natsu-togumara – Travel and Experience, Jikoju – East Wind, Tamon – North Wind, Komoku – West Wind, Koshin – Roads, Zocho – South Wind
The order of the winds (see way of the open hand page 40) believes a new fortune of the Winds will be reincarnated to take the place of the unarmed fortune killed by Fu-Leng. They sought the reincarnated Fortune among Rokugan. Until that, that the fortunes of the four winds who answer the prayers of the devoted, each of them with their different personalities. Like their former master, the winds are changing of mood and attitude, just keeping one facet common to all their incarnations. Jikoju is always rude and threatening, Tamon like to freeze those who is talk with and looks condescending, Komoku is nice and warming, and Zocho looks always scared as something was frightening him.

Natsu-togumara does not have a real order of his own. He has many monks devoted to his name who share his love of travelling and wandering, and so try to learn more about the world and such. They often stop and create roadside shrines, devoted to the fortune of travel and to Koshin the fortune of road who is often found travelling Tengoku and the spirit realms alongside his friend and lord Natsu-togumara. Such monks are friendly, open and more than happy to help others travelers. They rarely stay more than a day at the same place.

4.1.9 Orders depending of Yama-no-kami
Main Order: Order of Stone
Lesser Orders: Kyufoki – Earthquakes, Hikora – Oak (Deceased), Kenro-ji-jin – Soil, 
The order of Stone is a secret order, than have only one monastery at the limits of the Badger clan / Yobanjin border and rarely have any contacts with anyone outside of their monastery and the fields they cultivate. The order of stone is a hermit order, only one to know the secret of the fortune. They are also Sohei who can match with the one of Osano-Wo, master in many martial arts like the tasaii-do, sebun-do and tenshido. Monks of all over Rokugan willing to learn about the martial arts often seek during pilgrimage the order of Stone, but they are difficult to meet and have often make vow of silence. Learning from them demands to copy their moves, a difficult but rewarding task. Since the death of their fortune by the hand of Fu-Leng, nothing have been heard anymore of this order, even from the Badger is heavy rebuilding next to them after both the discovery of the Book of Earth and Book of Void and the Tomb of Ryoshun in their lands. No one really knows what is going on with the Order of Stone.

Kyufoki is a wrathful fortune, his power knows everywhere in Rokugan. He has no order or monks of his own, but everyone pray to not know his wrath. Hikora was revered by the woodcutters, but he has been killed by Fu-Leng too during the war of the heavens.

Kenro-ji-jin, fortune of soil is revered a lot by the farmers and works closely with Kuroshin and his servants. Since the death of Yama-no-kami, most peoples consider the fortune of soil as a servant of Hotei now, more than a servant of a silent and dead fortune does.

4.1.10 Special Orders: 

Emma-o:
The fortune of death is silent about the lord it serves and it does not have any order devoted to him. The few monks that claim to be monks of Emma-o are gloomy peoples that work in the crematorium and help the dead to rest. Some of those monks have been interested in the legend that says that Doji Midoru is the son of the fortune of death.

Lost Gods:
Fortunes named by Hantei XVI as a punishment, those peoples was condemned to live in Tengoku as fortunes of torture or dung… no monk sects revere them, but the brotherhood still pray them in an attempt to help them recover of the shame the Steel Chrysanthemum makes them suffer. The only shrine devoted to them is in the north of the Phoenix provinces.
Order of Judgment:
Described page 43 of way of the open hand, the order of Judgment is grudgingly recognized by the Brotherhood. They are the monks of the Shi-Tien Yen-Wang, the lords of death and now minor fortunes of death and judgment. Believing in the Iron book and following the rules of Moto Tsusung the leader of the priests of death, they have little in common with the others monks of Rokugan. They hunt criminals and torture them, but with recently the enlightenment of Moto Akikazu have somewhat changed their point of view about the Tao and the spiritual elevation. Despite following former Gaijin gods, they are still bound by the rules of the elements and can achieve the ultimate goal of many Rokugani.

4.2 The Others Orders: 
There are orders who are not big enough to be sects, but are still not members of the monk’s followers of the fortunes.

4.2.1 Order of the Evening Star
This Phoenix only monk order is devoted to the evening star, Odochi who came back from Toshigoku after fighting and dying with Yoritomo Kanbe to help Hitomi’s seppuku and rise as the new Lady Moon. Shiba Odochi was granted the position of the evening star by the newly risen moon. The monks who honor him and tend his shrine are more to monks of the seven thunders than anything else in their spiritual devotion.

4.2.2 Order of the Seven Thunders
Opposite of the order of the seven fortunes, the seven thunders believe more in the Tao and the teachings of the little teacher than anything else. They scoured the Empire during decades until Yogo Tjeki recovers the lost half of the Tao, and they listen to the words of the True and New Tao. A really major group, they would have been recognized as a sect if his members have agreed with a common philosophy, but the order is the most divided of the Empire among the different sects, giving long philosophical and theological discussions. Philosophers and scholars, the monks of the seven thunders can be found wandering in the Empire as a pilgrimage from one sacred site to another. They are worldly monks, and most of the stories about monks being here to save the day are stories involving monks of the seven thunders. They are great talkers and love to question, making many of them members of the questioner sect. Members of the seven thunders are so questioning about the world, reading all they can from the line of Shinsei and trying to make their own path. A difficult path has often divided the monks.

More than many others, the order of the seven thunders lost a part of himself when the news of the death of the Heir of Shinsei. As followers of the Tao, the loss of the line of the little teacher have been a terrible blow they still need to recover. The order is as much as divided as the sects who are part of it about what to do now, something Fumiaki is worried about.

4.2.3 Order of Kaimetsu-uo

The order does not fear violence, but does not want to start it. They are forbidden to brag or intimidate, trying to eliminate the mortal influences on their souls. They are not a worldly order, and despite being founded by the founder of the Mantis clan and son of Osano-Wo, they are not really close to the Mantis or the Crab, and share only the mastering of martial arts with the order of Osano-Wo. It is a small order, with only three recorded temples (in the Mantis, Crab and Lion lands). The order sought illumination outside of the influence of the world, Shinsei just being an example of achievement. They are so removed of the influence around them, and even if they will not refuse a call for help of a group of peasants, they will not try to meddle in the mortal politics. They believe that like their founder, who have stepped down from his destiny as Crab clan champion to avoid conflicts, great son of the Dragon of Thunder, son of the Fortune of Fire and Thunder and who learned the wisdom of the Komouri hengeyokai (bat shapeshifter), somebody can overcome everything to reach the next level of their existence. They are one of the orders who have been the less affected by the death of Rosoku.

5 The Fortunes
LESSER FORTUNES OR MIKOKAMI: 
Ekibyogami – Disease 
Emma-O – Death 
Goemon – Heroes
Hamanri – Stability, Government 
Haruhiko – Fisherman (Deceased) 
Hikora – Oak (Deceased) 
Hofukushu – Vengeance 
Hujokuko – Fertility 
Inari – Rice 
Isora – Seashore 
Jikoju – East Wind 
Jizo – Mercy 
Jotei – Morning Dew 
Kaze-No-Kami – Wind (Unnamed Fortune, Deceased) 
Kumoko : Redemption
Kenro-Ji-Jin – Soil 
Kisada – Persistence
Kojin – Kitchens, Housewives (Deceased) 
Komoku – West Wind 
Ko-No-Hama - Flowers 
Koshin – Roads 
Kuroshin – Agriculture 
Kyufoki – Earthquakes 
Megumi – Heroic Guidance 
Musubi-No-Kami – Marriage (Unnamed Fortune) 
Natsu-Togumara – Travel And Experience 
Nagiroko-To – Forgiveness 
Osano-Wo – Fire And Thunder
Sadahako – Geishas, Artists 
Sudaro – Perseverance 
Suitengu – Sea 
Tamon – North Wind 
Tengen – Writing 
Toku – Virtue
Toyouke-Omikami – Grain 
Tsi Xing Guo – Steel
Tsukune – Rebirth


Uzume – Dance 
Yama-No-Kami – Stone (Unnamed Fortune, Deceased) 
Yozo - Vengeance (Deceased) 
Zocho – South Wind 
Name Unknown – Irony (Deceased) 
Name Unknown – Knots 
Name Unknown – Cherry Blossoms 
Shi-Tien Yen- Wang – Lesser Fortunes Of Death And Judgment

LOST GODS (FORTUNES NAMED BY HANTEI XVI AS A PUNISHMENT) 
Name Unknown – Torture 
Name Unknown – Dung
Others Lost God[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]

























































