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 Unofficial Third Edition Guide

The beginning starts with either a snake that bites it’s own tail or an empty golden circle. It’s an eternal new beginning. At the origin was the Nothing and at the end will be the Nothing. The Nothing feels alone and created the Fear because of it. With the Fear it gave birth to the first third of the world. The Nothing wanted a companion, and created the Desire and the second third of the world. The Nothing then realized what it had done and created the Regret, creating the third part of the world. At the start, the world look liked an egg, and then the light and the dark separated from each other. It created Ningen-do and the spirits realms, but they were nothing more than formless chaos. 

Then the three gods without names showed up from the Spirit Realms and looked at this chaos. They created from this essence two great fortunes. The Naga revere Atman, who is one with the two great fortunes and different, who created the world. The Kojiki, a legend inherited from the time before the Kami, speak of those two fortunes that ordered the world. They were Onnotangu lord Moon and his bride Amaterasu, lady Sun. They are known under the names Khaleel and Shilah in the Burning Sands. But at the beginning, neither of them had a name. They looked at the primal earth, and meditated on it. They understood that the name of things was what gave them form and their place. They whispered a name to the earth and she blossomed life. The two fortunes took their names and they saw that spirit realms were being populated with creatures too. That is how the old religion told the story of the birth of the world, but most people have forgotten it. 
Lady Sun and Lord Moon started to name everything in the creation, but a little part of Nothing had escaped. It looked for an ally and Lord Moon accepted. The little part of Nothing hid itself in the shadow of the Moon and became the Living Darkness. 

At the origin of the world were the Sun and the Moon, and their children the stars in the skies. They looked at the world the celestial divinities have left for them. They decided to fill it and created the 1000 Jinn by placing the breath of the stars on the sand. The Jinni were marvelous creatures, but very independent, and they moved to live in the lands that would be later named the Burning Sands. Each of them was bound to a certain category of powers reflecting the nature of the star they were created from. 

Shilah, lady sun, wanted to cause mischief with her husband. She invited Lord Moon at a banquet and got him drunk. Then she tricked him into eating a stone, and when they started to walk around the world again, Lord Moon was unable to follow his wife. He then promised dozens of gifts if she waited for him. He created a necklace of diamonds from the stars for her. Lady Sun said that she was able to help him, and with her knife she took the stone out of her husband’s chest. Of pain, the diamonds fell into the skies, creating the Great Road in the skies, a way of stars. The stone fell to earth. In his wrath, Lord Moon shunned his wife, creating the cycle of day and night. The two divine beings were now only able to see each other during eclipses. The Lying Darkness, during this time, whispered words to Onnotangu that would later make him fear that his children would dethrone him. 
The stone was a little piece of obsidian where a little snake was sleeping. During its time in the body of the Pale orb (Lord Moon for the Naga), the little snake and the stone changed. The stone broke in to a thousand pieces when hitting the floor, and each of them turned into a Naga. The snake became the first of them and their leader, the Qamar. Under the loving gaze of the two orbs, the Nagas created a civilization based on their common mind, the Akasha, and their knowledge of astrology. 
But the starts of this new race hade not been ideal, the 5 bloodlines of the Naga were sharing the land under 5 kingdoms. The Shahismael, a lord of the Asp, lead the war of the Bloodstained Land against the others Naga cities. He loost the war when his second, the Shahadet betrayed him for the union of the 5 Bloodlines that the Quatol, emissary of the Radiant Orb, and the Osseuth, emissary of the Pale orb, wanted. The bloodlands war ended 700 years before the Great sleep.

 
The Jinns lived happily for centuries, until they asked their parents for company. Depending on the versions, either the Gods or the Jinns themselves created the immortal Ashalan with their 12 souls for their whole nation, and the first human race: the nomadic Ra’Shari. The Ashalan was born from pieces of crystal shaped and given a bit of the fire of Amaterasu. The Ra’Shari, like the other humans of the Burning Sands that would come later, were made from a mix of mud and ashes. And the world kept going. The divine couple then looked at Rokugan and started to give birth to creatures that would later turn into the Kitsu, the Kenku, the Zokujin, the Trolls and the Ningyo.

The champion of the Jinni took the Moon’s name Khaleel and with his 5 brothers rose to take his parents’ place. They attacked the Sun and Moon, starting with their father. One called for the help of the Living Shadow (Khayel in Mekhem) that turned into a weapon for the Jinni. Their father vanquished the Shadow and cut it in many pieces, one of them fusing with the Shadow Jinn. The Jinni finally defeated their father and other Jinni joined them. They attacked the stars next and finally they attacked Lady Sun. Out of despair, she let her children imprison her and taker her powers. In little time, the Jinni has taken over the skies and started a reign of pain and terror. 

At least some armies rose to oppose the Jinni’ rule. A few rebel Jinni, the Ashalan and humanity took up arms against the threat. They fought a loosing war because the Jinni didn’t have a physical body. But the 12 Ashalan found a solution: they used their knowledge to create crystal weapons and created the 1st Alliance. The human Sahir (mage) Hakim and two Ashalan mages named Lamassar and Kitani created a really powerful spell named Hakim’s seal. This spell was designed to banish the Jinni into the Spirit realm of the Black Earth. The Alliance joined the battle, using the powerful ritual to banish the 1000 Jinni out of Ningen-do. They freed Shilah, but she was crying over the world. In her rage, she summoned her power and burned the earth, destroying nearly everything the Jinni had touched and throwing to the ground the capital city of the Jinn, the City of Brass. The land was now a desert, named the Burning Sands. 
Abandoned by their goddess that destroyed their civilization on the day named “The day of wrath”, the Ashalan were cursed to suffer in the light of the sun, they chose to hide in their hidden city under Medinah Al-Salaam. 
The human started to build a new society where they prayed for the forgiveness of the Sun. Half of the Naga territory was destroyed in the cataclysm, the magic of the Sands turned them into the Naar-teban, the fire salamanders. Then the Ashalan, looking for a power to overcome the curse of the Sun Goddess attacked the Nagas remaining in the Cobra city. It was 300 years before the great sleep.

As every millenia, the forces of Jigoku sent a new champion in an attempt to take control of the world of mortals. “The foul” (both the Shadowlands and the Living Shadow for the Naga) sent forces in Ningen-do during what the Naga called the first Burning of the Land. The Naga rose as one and fought. They won this war, but something unknow was weakening them. They took an harsh decision and used their magic to join the Great Sleep, getting ready for the return of the Pale and Radiant orbs and the second Burning of the Land.


The 5 races (Kenku, Trolls, Zokujins, Ningyos and Kitsus) started each a civilization after the Great Sleep ; they fought against one another; and eventually made peace. They made an alliance and divided Rokugan and the green lands that would later became the Shadowlands. They created in common a capitol that would be named the City of the Night by the Unicorn explorers who found it in the Seikitsu pass. It was a magnificent city of crystal, adapted for the 5 races. Each of the races symbolized one of the five elements: the Kenku the Air, the Trolls the Fire, the Zokujin the Earth, the Ningyo the Water, and the Kitsu the Void. 

Every story has to have an end, and Jigoku took act to end this alliance in its attempt to control Ningen-do. It was time for a day of thunder. The angry warriors from the order of Tsuno (one of the 8 orders of the Kitsu society) had been influenced by Jigoku when using their magical knowledge to walk through the spirit realms. Corrupted by Jigoku’s touch, the Tsuno succumbed to rage and hatred. Their champion, Kishenku started a war as the new champion of Jigoku. He destroyed the Alliance and the City of the Night. Izumo, leader of the Kitsus and of the order of Soli hunted the traitors, sending them to be locked away in the spirit realm of slaughter, Toshigoku. There they became the Tsuno the Rokuganni know, preparing their revenge under the rule of Tsuno Nintai, son of Kishenku. The Zokujin calls it Shokajin Rekna, the day of broken thunder. After the defeat, the Zokujin goes in hiding, when the Bloodwhite Stone-their most powerful artifact-was stolen and their race began a gradual decline into barbarism. Some zokujin believe that if they could find this stone, their race would be great once more. It’s possible it to be the Oni’s eye of the Kolat.
The other races had others fates: the Kenku allied with the Kitsune and a few other Hengeyokai against the evil Rakashasa, forcing them to flee past the mountains in what would later became the Ivory Kingdoms. The Kenku, already thinned by the war with the Tsuno, chose to hide in the forests and mountains or use their magical knowledge to enter Sakkaku, realm of mischief.

The tomb of Fu-leng is supposedly build during this time as a passage toward Gaki-do by renegades of the Five Races.
Of the Kitsu, there were only a few left and their dying race was nearly exterminated by Akodo-Kami a few centuries later. 
The Ningyo chose to find refuge under the sea. They was scared after they get so close to be slaves to the Tsuno and then from fear immediatly left the alliance. The king of the Ningyo, Ryujin, struck a deal to protect themselves with the Dragon of the sea (the king of the Orochi in Ningen-do) and occupied the underwater city Naga of Candas, that they was sharing with them when the was awake.

Betrayed by their 1st children, the Sun and Moon shared a few nights together and gave birth to the 10 Kami. At the same time, the Shadow suggested again that the children would try to take over the place of Lord Moon as the Jinni did. Each of the Kamis has great skill in their field, except Fu-Leng who was good at everything but the best at none. Every time his brothers and sisters would accomplish something, their parents would be proud of them. Fu-Leng was lazy, his parents were gods: he began to get jealous of his siblings and believed that he needed to do something. Then, when the twins Bayushi and Shiba discovered that their father wanted to kill them, they told all their siblings. Fu-Leng was contacted by the Shadow, but refused the Shadow’s offer and instead ran to his father to tell him that his siblings knew of his plan. But Fu-leng knew the fate of his brothers and sisters. 
Knowing that her husband loved to drink, Lady Sun give one cup of sake and poison after each of her children was eaten. When Hantei’s is the only one remaining, his father was so drunk that he didn’t noticed that his youngest son was replaced by a stone. Lady Sun took her last child to Yume-do, spirit realm of dreams, where he grows up. He was trained to fight his father but not to hate him.
The Troll Empire of Morge was ruling the lands that would become the Shadowlands. Some parts were under the control of the Ogre kingdom of Muhomono (it was not easy for the Ogres to accept, but the Trolls were controlling the Ogres). At this time, the Shadowlands was a fertile and green place with many forests and waterways. The Trolls created numerous cities with coliseums and many water systems to satisfy their amphibious needs. They had heated baths, and also really powerful artifacts like the building later named the Tomb of Fu-leng that opens to Jigoku and their chef d’oeuvre: Oblivion’s gate which opened to the Spirit realms. The Trolls were using the gate from time to time to bring back a hero, but they would only do it when a hero had a goal and a mission in Ningen-do. People shouldn’t come back without just cause or without a purpose or else they would create an imbalance (an imbalance that would later create the realm of Thwarted Destinies). The two kingdoms were rude and cruel, living on the rule of the strong and slavery of the weak (primarily they were using the goblins as slaves). 

But something changed. The Ratlings, a sort of giant semi-intelligent rat creature that was used as food by the Naga in the past, were visited by their Transcendents coming from the future through Yume-do (the realm of dreams) and granted intelligence. It is said that the radiations of the magical pearls left by the Nagas helped this transformation. The new Ratlings learned the power of name magic. They changed everything and created a powerful civilization, taking over most of the Shadowlands from the Trolls and Ogres. They conquered the land and created many Greco-roman styled cities. Their capital city was named the City of Memory. 

Everything has to have an end. The Nezumi’s came when the Kami fell from the skies after the fight between Hantei and his father, which ended with the opening of the stomach of Lord Mood freeing Hantei’s siblings. Ryoshun was dead in his father’s stomach, and throught the rift (the space between the spirit worlds) ended in Meido. The 7 of them still alive fell from the hole of the sky they used to use to observe the mortal world. However, Fu-leng was caught by the hand of his father. Hantei cut this hand. Grabbing his younger brother’s ankle, Fu-Leng dragged him in his fall toward Ningen-do. After the fall of their children, the divine beings separated Tengoku from Ningen-do out of fear of mortality. The future emperor fell toward the North, but the dark Kami felt toward the south... Opening a passage toward Jigoku: “the Festering pit” or “tomb of the skies”. 
The Shadow had suggested to Jigoku to take control over the young Kami that had vanquished it, a decision it would later regret. The Ogres named this day “The fall of the bright star” and the Nezumi “The terrible day”. The immense cataclysm destroyed the Nezumi’s empire, but it was only a start. When the Dark Kami was reborn, he launched his forces against the Nezumi to clear the way to the young empire of his siblings. The taint from Jigoku grew out of the Festering pit, creating the Shadowlands Taint and corrupting the nearby lands. The now free Kansen started to wander in the Shadowlands and Rokugan, turning the once pure blood magic into the maho we know now. The Shadowlands was born. 
The Nezumi were hunted by the Trolls and Ogres, the latter more ferocious than ever. Muhomono, king of Ogres, didn’t bow to Fu-leng like Morge and his trolls and the goblins, subsequently the Ogres were cursed. The last free Ogres built “The Ogre barracks” where they took their last stand, and where they also hidden the remnants of their civilisation. The ratlings fought back, but finally choose to flee by stealing the name of their capital when they were defeated. All of Fu-leng’s forces that were in the city were destroyed by the ritual (except Suiteru no oni, who ended up a prisoner of the city until the city’s name was restored). They did the same for others cities, which explains the lack of Nezumi ruins. 
The Nezumi Empire was no more, and the bright civilization of the ratlings turned into a race of survivors. It became a time of great famine for them and started the separation of the tribes.

Isawa and his tribe left the yobanjin city named “the City of Gold” to go to Gisei Toshi in Rokugan. 100 years before the fall of the Kami, the first temple to the 7 fortunes was in Gisei Toshi, the hidden city.

From the tears of Lady sun and the blood of Lord Moon a new race was born, one that will conquer Rokugan and the Yobanjin territory. It seems the fall of the Kami took years, since a tribal society existed when they touched the ground, and they have grown much older. Some of the tears turned into crystal and some of the blood into obsidian. From the severed hand of Lord Moon three items where crafted through the centuries: the Obisidan Hand, Lord Moon’s bone and the Obisidian mirror. For the tenth Kami, he died in the stomach of his father and no one ever saw him again. In fact, he was sent to the Spirit Realms and became the Guardian of the Rift. The stone that replaced Hantei turned into the sacred black stone of the Ebonties and the Jackals, holding a small part of Shadow. 
Hantei then decided to hide the existence of his lost brother from humanity. The only sign of Ryoshun was the tomb that was built in his honor as a temple in the lands that would become the Badger provinces. The Temple was forbidden to humanity. Also at this time, the language of the Kami, that shugenja speak to cast spells, was forbidden from being written.

After meeting Shinsei, Togashi choose to meditate on a mountain, fasting. He then meet Kgjkt the Zokujin prophet who helps him understand the wisdow of Shinsei.

Many tribes don’t bows to the kami and left by the Yobanjin mountains to build their own lands. Mutsuhito, of the tribe of Matsu, left with all of his tribe that didn’t joined Akodo for the newly corrupted Shadowlands to bow to Fu-Leng and making him realise he needed humans pawns. Mutsuhito get killed during the day of Thunder by Matsu. Shinsei is rumored to wrote around this time a martial art book named the Kumitae.

The legend say that Agasha created the katana. It’s more likely that the katana was created before, but that Agasha perfected the processus and the blade took the place of the way of the bow and horse by the influence of the Kami who created the samourai caste.


Then the 1st war against the Shadowlands started and Fu-leng was defeated. The fertile lands of the Shadowlands were now a barren, desert and infested by Oni. Only Shosuro came back from the dark fortress carrying the 12 Blacks scrolls. She learned during her travel that she had been created from a piece cut from the Shadow found in the Obsidian Hand by 2 Kenku. At this time she strikes a deal with this entity. She would fake her death and, a few years later, come back as the shugenja, Soshi, before loosing to the power of Shadow. She then goes to see Togashi in an attempt to find a solution, and the Dragon Kami locked her in a cage of crystal until Hitomi freed Shosuro. 

At an unknow time, Kakita gave the blade he bore before the 1st Emerald championship to somebody, the blade ending in the Tomb of the 7 Thunders. He kept the sword of the Emerald Champion. Matsu is cremated and her ashes left in the Tomb too by an unknow way. An hourglass and some strange sand, the egg of the Void (token of favor and child of the Dragons), a strange candle and the Tao of Fu-leng are locked in the Tomb too. A jade kobune figurine, supposed to be a piece of the Celestial Kobune of Suitengu, fortune of the sea, took away by an oni of the Sea of Shadows was deposed here too, as also with a jade mirror know to Togashi. In the tomb was also locked away a scroll of a power matching the black scrolls, named the Essence of Jigoku and a scarab’s case of untold power, linked to the Jackals of the Burnings Sands.

The piece from the Celestial Kobune was cut off during a battle as Suitengu was visiting the mortal realm, and a ningyo found it. She didn’t know what it was, but crafted it into a small kobune figurine.

The powers of Jigoku turned 4 of the first lieutenants of Fu-leng into the Dark Oracles of Air, Fire, Water and Earth. Also the Kansens freed from Jigoku by the Festering pit of Fu-leng started to spread the land, and turned the blood-magic into the corrupted Maho. Isawa Takeshi, brother of Isawa and second in the mystic arts, claimed he would keep using the blood magic and founded the Bloodspeaker cell of the True Child of Isawa.

When Shinjo left with the Ki-rin, she left some followers behind who will later create the Fox clan, but two groups left them. One of them joined the Dragon as spies for their former clan until they return lead by Ide Hateru, the other created an hidden fortress near Sorrow’s path. They learned some secrets from the Shadows before being destroyed.

Hantei ordered to Hida to defend the south, and the first Wall was built. It was now match to the Kaiu Wall that replaced it 300 years later after his destruction by the Maw.

Hida Atarasi’s mother and Hida’s first wife, Masiko, was killed by the Shadowland and the castle built for her, Kyuden Masiko, abandonned to the Shadowlands. Tsamaru, Shiba’s wife, goes out from a coral palace to wed the Kami and create the Ancestral sword of the Phoenix. Hantei found his wife Doji Mioko among the fishermen of Musume Mura, and Akodo had daughters with Nisiko, at least 5 who wed the kitsu race.


The Komouri (bat shapeshifters) were spared by the Crab clan, escaping the fate of the Kitsu. Hida walked in to the Shadowlands looking for his lost son, and fought the now tainted Akutenshi in a long duel where both of them were slain. Lady sun created Amaterasu’s furance to purify their bodies. Osano-wo, son of Hida and the Thunder dragon who took human form to comfort the Kami after the death of Atarasi’s mother, lead an army in the Shadowlands to destroy the remnants of the Troll empire. Osano-Wo destroyed their cities and caused their civilization to turn into ruins, leading to the loss of their powerful magic. 
Osano-wo’s sons followed each a different destiny. Kaimetsu-uo, son of the Matsu line, left the Crab clan in search of his destiny after his brother became champion. He later met Unmei of the Komouri and created the Mantis clan. His brother looked for courage on the ocean’s coasts, discovering a road through the Sea of Shadows. He left the Testubo of Thunder of Osano-wo on the island marking the start of the road. 

The end of the world will be brought by the Kusatte Iru, the greatest Oni of Jigoku. This oni sleeps under the earth thanks to a powerful ritual needing the 5 elements and the sacrifice of the caster of the earth element. The Kusatte Iru grows with each soul he absorbs and will return to eat the world when he will be big enough.
