
A Guide to 
Rokugani Heraldry 

 
1
  

                                                 
1
 by David Horne 

http://epilogue.net/cgi/database/art/view.pl?id=123380


Heraldry in Rokugan is less formal than heraldry in the West. All samurai 

sworn to a Clan wear the mon, or Clan symbols and colours. Nobles often wear a 

kamishimo or small vest over the kimono that bears the mon, on formal occasions. 

A samurai wear his Clanôs mon the back, and the mon of his Family on his left 

sleeve close to his heart, or his right sleeve to guide his sword. 

A samurai usually incorporates his Clanôs colours into his formal clothing; 

private clothing tends to be drab grays and browns. Samurai often wear hats for 

formal occasions, which can be very simple or very extravagant, depending upon 

the wearerôs mood. 

Heraldry can be broken by Clan, Family, house and individual. Typically, 

heraldry is done by a combination of two colours: a dark, and a light. The crest of 

the Family is a simple, elegant design intended to symbolically identify that house 

within the Great Clan to which it owes fealty. Usually, the colours are the same as 

the Clanôs, differing only in intensity and hue. Each major Family has its own mon, 

and each vassal Family has a variation of that major Familyôs mon. This can 

become extremely complex, particularly for a courtier who attempts to determine if 

an approaching bad of bushi are friend or foe. 

Many of the motifs represented in the mon are based on nature, particularly 

animals with which the Clan identifies to (the Crab, the Scorpion, etc.). The 

Imperial mon is the Chrysanthemum, and only members of the direct Hantei line 

may wear that particular crest. Other representatives of the Emperor wear the crest 

of his Emerald Champion, the laurel wreath. 

The Imperial Court often flies flags over the current residence of the 

Emperor, to show his authority. These flags, known as ban, bear the Imperial mon, 

followed by the mon of the Clan and Family hosting the Emperor.  

Another type of ban is the smaller, rectangular-shaped banners carried 

during travel, or on the field. These ban, known as hata, are the source of the 

respected office of hatamoto, or ñbanner bearersò, for such advisors carry of the 

daimyoôs words to the rest of his Clan. 

It is not unusual for a samurai to be granted his own mon by his daimyo. 

Such things arise for notable honour or courage, and are not passed from father to 

son. To be granted oneôs own mon is a personal honour, one which speaks highly 

of the samurai. If the samurai is particularly impressive, the mon may be extended 

to his house, and from there, to any vassals the samurai procures. 



Example: If you were to see the mon of a lesser samurai, Shosuro Juti, it 

might follow this format: The top of his banner displays the mon of his Clan (the 

Scorpion). Jutiôs own kimono would represent the colours and mon of his house, 

the Shosuro. If a viewing courtier looked more closely, she would notice a smaller 

mon on the sleeve of his kimono that stated his name (Juti).
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The mon is not just the symbol of the people currently in the Clan. It also 

represents the souls of all the ancestors of the Clan, and therefore the mon should 

never be treated with disrespect. To do so would insult all the ancestors of that 

house or Family. 

When a samurai wears the mon of his Clan he always wears it on his back 

as a gesture of respect. The Family mon can be worn over the left shoulder so his 

ancestors are closer to his heart or over the right shoulder so they can guide his 

sword arm.
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The general Sun Tao once said that when a samurai sees himself 

surrounded by a sea of his Clanôs colours, he cannot fail, and when he sees the 

horizon blanketed in a sea of his enemyôs colours, he truly knows defeat. It is thus 

that every Great and Minor Clan has colours that symbolize membership in their 

Clan. A samuraiôs armour will always be crafted in the colours of his Clan, as will 

most of his courtly attire. While it is not expressly forbidden for a samurai to wear 

other colours in more casual settings, most wear their Clanôs colours as often as 

possible as a sign of loyalty.
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Sources  and Credits  

 

Sources and Explanations 

 

This document is a fan-made supplement for the Legend of the Five Rings 

setting. While it is not official all the information, save the introductory texts, is 

canon and referenced. 

This document is a compilation of information on heraldry. Heraldry is not 

just mon and chops. It is also about colours, shapes and words. Mon are the 

immerged part of the iceberg, but there are numerous ways to properly show, and 

discover, oneôs allegiance. The intent of this document is to show all aspects of 

Rokugani heraldry. All  pictures present an iconic aspect of heraldry in Rokugan, be 

it a banner, armour or kimono. 

The text information is from, in no particular order: the ñWay ofò 

clanbooks (Crab, Crane, Dragon, Lion, Phoenix, Scorpion, Unicorn, Minor Clans, 

Shadowlands, Brotherhood of Shinsei and Wolf), ñSecrets of the Crabò, ñSecrets of 

the Dragonò, ñLegend of the Five Rings 3
rd

 Edition revised core rulebookò, 

ñBearers of Jadeò, ñWinter Court - Kyuden Seppunò, ñWay of the Shugenjaò, 

ñWay of the Samuraiò and from the fiction ñTo Change the Worldò by Rich Wulf. 

The art in this file are the sole property of Alderac Entertainment Group 

and their authors: Christopher Appel, Steve Argyle, Drew Baker, Miguel Coimbra, 

Edwin David, John Donahue, Jason Engle, David Horne, Ijur, Jaime Jones, Okita 

and Bagus Hutomoto from Imaginary Friends Studios, Michael Komarck, 

Lasahido, April Lee, Glen Osterberger, Terekjet, Charles Urbach and Mario 

Wibisono. Art pieces have a link to their Internet location or at least to the artistôs 

website when pin-pointing was not possible the piece. 

The pictures of mon in this document are from four different websites: 

Heroes of Rokugan, The Jade Hand, Evanôs Ville Gaming Guild and L5RWikia, 

and an artist SpookyElectric. A few mon are personal creations. 

http://www.alderac.com/
http://www.chrisappel.com/
http://www.steveargyle.com/
http://www.drewbaker.com/
http://www.miguelcoimbra.com/
http://dwin.octographics.net/gallery/l5r/index.html
http://www.linkedin.com/pub/john-donahue/2/16/52b
http://www.jaestudio.com/
http://epilogue.net/cgi/database/art/list.pl?gallery=19190
http://ijur.deviantart.com/gallery/
http://www.epilogue.net/cgi/database/art/list.pl?gallery=976
http://luches.deviantart.com/
http://www.imaginaryfs.com/Artist_profile_POPO.html
http://www.imaginaryfs.com/Index.html
http://www.komarckart.com/
http://lasahido.deviantart.com/
http://aprillee.tripod.com/index.html
http://www.glenosterberger.com/
http://terekjet.deviantart.com/
http://www.angelfire.com/id/hawkrune/
http://www.mariowibisono.com/index.php
http://www.mariowibisono.com/index.php
http://heroes-of-rokugan.com/index.html
http://www.jadehand.com/
http://www.evansvillegamingguild.com/rpgs/l5r/lotus_mon.php
http://l5r.wikia.com/wiki/Mon
http://sp00kyelectric.deviantart.com/


In accordance with the timeline neutrality approach of the 4
th
 Edition of the 

Legend of the Five Rings role-playing game, choices were made:  

 The old Hiruma Family is considered gone with the death of Hiruma 

Sokokai and the loss of the advanced techniques of the Hiruma Family, in 755 of 

the Isawa calendar; the Hiruma Castle fell to the Shadowlands in 716.  

 The Yasuki Family is associated to both the Crab and Crane Clan, each 

Clan getting a specific version.  

 The Minor Clans who joined a Great Clan: Centipede, Falcon, Fox and 

Wasp, are recorded with the Great Clan they joined but get a double title, as 

Family and Minor Clan.  

 The Agasha Family is presented in both Dragon and Phoenix Clans. The 

Utaku and Otaku Family are one Family section.  

 The Spider are not considered a Great Clan yet, however that should be 

changing soon because of the MegaGame; once it is done, and when Spider 

Families get a mon, the changes will be applied. 

Colours of the mon may vary, depending on the book and the edition, when 

that is the case, both versions are presented. 

The black and white mon are for viewers to express their artistic vibes and 

create their own. 

It has to be noted that some mon from Wikia are non-canon representations. 

They use approximations of the design and different colours than those appearing 

or mentioned in the books. They are presented only to offer an alternative. 
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The first thanks goes to the Legend of the Five Rings Story and Design 
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A big thanks to Kakita Seigi and his website Kaze no Shiro, for hosting my 

files; the title of the document is his idea. 

Special thanks to Okuma, for finding obscure and hidden information 

where no man had ever been before; the ñDojo and Holdingsò section is 
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Mons and Colours 
 

This section is the most prominent of the document, as mon account for the 

biggest part of Rokugani heraldry. However, as titled, official Clansô and Familiesô 

colours are in it too, and for Families or Clans having one; mottos are also 

presented. 

Each mon has a particular significance and history. Some are known 

Empire-wide, such as the Emperorôs mon and the Isawa mon, others are so obscure 

they have gone forgotten, but every mon means the world to the Clan and Family 

members who wear it. 

Colours are primarily important for clothing, as samurai make a habit of 

wearing their Clanôs colours, especially in formal setting. Also, Familiesô and 

Clanôs colours do not always match, even though, more often than not, Families 

use at least one colour from the Clan mon. 

 

 

 
6
  

                                                 
6
 by Bagus Hutomoto 

http://www.imaginaryfs.com/Artist_profile_POPO.html


 
7
 

 
8
 

                                                 
7
 by Michael Komarck 

8
 by Miguel Coimbra 

http://www.komarckart.com/ccg_l5r01.html
http://www.miguelcoimbra.com/images/gallery2.php?bimg=galerie/l5r/3toe/haku.jpg&l=620&h=460

































































































































































