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Heraldry in Rokugan is less formal thheraldry in the West. All samurai
sworn to a Clan wear thmon or Clan symbols and colours. Noldeften wear a
kamishimaoor small vest over the kimono that bears the mon, on formal occasions.
A samur ai wear his Clanb6és mon the back
sleeve close to his heart, or his right sleeve to guide his sword.

A samurai usually incorporates ldanb s col our s i nto his
private clothingtendsto be drab qays andbrowns. Samurai often wear hats for
formal occasions, which can be very simple or very extravagant, depending upon
the wearer6s mood.

Heraldry can be broken b@lan Family, house and individual. Typically,
heraldry is done by a combination of two colours: a dark, and a light. The crest of
the Family is a simple, elegant design intended to symbolically identify that house
within the Great Clan to which it owes fealty. Usyathe colours are the same as
theClambs, di ffering only in intensity and
and each vass#familyhas a variation of t hat ma j
become extremely complex, particularly for a courtier who atteaptietermine if
an approaching bad of bushi are friend or foe.

Many of the motifs represented in the mon are based on nature, particularly
animals with wich the Clan identifies to (the Crab, the Scorpion, etc.). The
Imperial mon is the Chrysanthemumdaonly members of the direct Hantei line
may wear that particular crest. Other representatives of the Emperor wear the crest
of his Emerald Champion, the laurel wreath.

The Imperial Court often flies flags over the current residence of the
Emperor, to shownis authority. These flags, known lagn, bear the Imperial mon,
followed by the mon of the Clan and Family hosting the Emperor.

Another type of ban is the smaller, rectangslaaped banners carried
during travel, or on the field. These ban, knownhats, are the source of the
respected office ohatamotgp or fAbanner bearerso, for
dai myobés wordsClaho the rest of his

It is not unusual for a samurai to be granted his own mon by his daimyo.
Such things arise for notable homau courage, and are not passed from father to
son. To be granted oneds own mon i s a
of the samurai. If the samurai is particularly impressive, the mon may be extended
to his house, and from there, to any vassessamurai procures.



Example: If you were to see the mon of a lesser samurai, Shosuro Juti, it
might follow this format: The top of his banner displays the mon oChas (the
Scorpion). Juti 6s own @&ursamdmon oWwhosthbude, r e p
the Shosuro. If a viewing courtier looked more closely, she would notice a smaller
mon on the sleeve of his kimono that stated his name {Juti).

The mon is not just the symbol of the people currently in @emn. It also
represats the souls of athe ancestors of th€lan, and therefore the mon should
never be treated with disrespect. To do so would insult all thestoe of that
house oiFamily.

When a samurai wears the mon of Glan he always wears it on his back
as a gesire of respect. ThEamily mon can be worn over the left shoulder so his
ancestors are closer to Meartor over the right shoulder so thean guide his
sword arnt’

The general Sun Tao once said that when a samurai sees himself
surrounded by a sea of damd s ¢ o | caonotfil, anth when he sees the

horizon bl anketed in a sea of his enem
that every Great and Minorl& has colours that symbolize membership in their
ClanA samurai 6s armour wi ||l al @anyswillbe cr

most of his courtly attire. While it is not expressly forbidden for a samurai to wear
other colours in more casual segfi) most wear theiClantbs col our s as
possible as a sign of loyalty.

2 Winter Court- Kyuden Seppun, p. &8
®Way of the Crane, p. 22
* Legend of the Five Ring&’Edition revised core rulebook, p. 72



® by Jason Engle
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Sources and Credits

Sourcesand Explanations

This document is a famade supplement for the Legend of the Five Rings
setting.While it is not official all the informationsave the introductory texts
canon and referenced.

This document is compilationof informationon heraldry Heraldry is not
just mon and chops It is also about colours, shapeand words Mon are the
immerged part of the iceberg, but there awenerousvays o properly showand
discover o n eaflegiance The intent of this document is to show all aspects of
Rokugani heraldryAll picturespresent amconic aspecbf heraldryin Rokuganbe
it a bannerarmouror kimona

The text information is fromin no particular ordert h e AnWay o
clanbooks(Crab, Crane, Dragon, Lion, Phoenix, Scorpion, Unicorn, Minor Clans,
ShadowlandsBrotherhood of Shinseiand Walf) A Secr et s dadiseot he C
the Dradgargend of T Eei tFiiovne rRed wigsse d3 c o
ABearers iwft ntyad&@odeh Seppuno, em\yVay o
AWay &famuhe@i 6 and from the fiction ATO

The art in this file are the sole property Afierac Entertainment Group
and their authorgChristopher AppelSteve Argyle Drew Baker Miguel Coimbra
Edwin David John Donahe Jason EngleDavid Horne ljur, Jaime JoneOkita
and Bagus Hutomotofrom Imaginary Friends StudipsMichael Kamarck,
Lasahido April Lee, Glen OsterbergerTerekjet Charles Urbachand Mario
Wibisona Art pieces have a link to their Interrletationor at | east t o
websitewhen pirpointingwas not possibléhe piece.

The pictures of mon in this document are fréour different websites:
Heroes of RokuganThe Jade HanEv ano6s Vi | | eandikBRWikia,g Gu i
and an artisBpookyElectricA few mon are pemnal creations.
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In accordance with the timeline neutrality approach of th&dition of the
Legend of the Five Rings roelg@aying game, choices were made:

The old Hiruma Family is considered gone with the death of Hiruma
Sokdai and the loss of the advanced techniques of the Hiruma Family, iof 755
the Isawa calendar; the Hiruma Castle fell to the Shadowlands in 716.

The Yasuki Family is associated both the Crab and Crane Clan, each
Clan getting a specific version.

The Minor Clans who joined a Great Clan: Centipede, Falcon, Fox and
Wasp, are recorded with the Great Clan they joined but get a doubleastl
Family and Minor Clan.

The Agasha Family is presented in both Dragon and Phoenix.dlhas
Utaku and Otaku Faihy are one Family section.

The Spider are not considered a &r€lanyet, however that should be
changing soon because of the MegaGame; once it is donewlae Spider
Families get a mon, the changes will be applied.

Colours of the mon may vary, depimg on the book and the editionhen
that is the case, both versions are presented.

The black and white mon are for viewers to express their artistic vibes and
create their own.

It has to be noted thabmemon from Wikia are noianon representations.
They use approximations of the design and different colours than appsearing
or mentionedn the books. They are presented only to offealégrnative
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Mons and Colours

This section ighe most prominent of &édocument, as moaacount for the
biggest part oRokuganiheraldry. However, as titled, f f i ci al Cl ansd
colours are in it too, and for Families or Clans having onmottos are also
presented.

Each mon has a particulasignificance and historySome are known
Empirewi de, such as the Emper ogatkesoobsoune and
they have gone forgottebut every mon means the wotlathe Clan and Family
members who wear it.

Colours are primarily importanbf clothing, as samurai make a habit of
wearing their Cl an fosmal sattihgp uA s 0,esphPami hi
Clanés colours do not al ways match, eV
use at least one colour from the Clan mon.

® by Bagus Hutomoto
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